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ARE we oll alone in the vast
emptiness of the universe?

Or are there thinking, feeling
creatures living in a faraway
galaxy, like ET. in the block-
buster movie?

The mystery of what lies bevond
life on Earth is the last greal secret
of the umiverse. Britain’s top star-
gazer, Patrick Moore, is convinced

that some kind of life exi;l'.mnar
Space,

“There are 100,000 million stars In
our galaxy and 1,000 million galaxles™
he says. “So our sun is just an ordinacy

star like milllons of others. s

“The chances are overwhelming that
other planetary systems like ours
exist”

But Moore says that if beings do Hve
in other galaxies, they will not be
grotesque aliens, - ¥ -

He says: “If vou wee talking about
bug-eved monsters, it's
not very likely, But at
the moment it i=s impos-
gible to investigate and

fina oul. o
“We are al the slage

now where, ta do thas,

we would need space

travel as advanced 1o us
as television would have
been to Willam The
Congueror.”

JBut American astrono-
mer rolessor Carl
Sa‘:f,'m. host of the BBC
TV series Cosmos, thinks
that if we cannot get in

touch with aliens, they
can get in touch with
us
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He suggests that the
number of civilisations
on other planets much
more advanced than ours
could be beiween 50,000
and one million.

He believes that these
aliens are the sort that

. gchoal,
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wild sci-Ai_fantazies are Fashionable trends come
made of. FEarly in their -and go among spade
clvilisation the would waltchers just as in. less
hive cured all disease scientlific . fields Cur-
and perfected their  rently, It's the fashion lo
development. doubt that the universe
For such beings, heart l(eems with life,
transplants  would be .These sclentists say re-

primitive medicine.

Telepathy would have
replaced . the lth‘.!iphnm
and they woul no
longer have to go to
All they would
need to do was to link
their brains into know'-
ledge banks.

So Professor Sagan be-
lleves that we should be
constantly’ scanning the
tkies for signs of life.

But other scientists are
asking gloomily: “If there

= lile out there, how
come we haven't heard
from them already?"”

cent work by biologists
hag szhown that ‘intelli-
gence is a very unlikely
result of evolution.

They believe that the
chances of nding
another planet with the
same  atmosphere and
temperature to support
life like ours are at jeast
& billion to one.

The Venus space probe
a couple of years ago
came up With no sign of
life. It seems we must

TEeaFEH TGER furtRBr and |
much longer before we
get the right answer to
the biggest guestion in

the universe. . v,

And that's a ﬁ prob-
lem, according 1o ' Pro-
fessor Graham

s:gﬂ. the
new Astronomer Hoval

He says: "THe uni-
verse iz an endless space.
Exploring just a tiny
gection of it would take
2 hundred vears.

“If wou econsider the
enormity of the: number
of galaxies to gearch. we
seem like insignificant
specks lost in the empti-
ness of space. IL is a
very daunting task.”

So the professor thinks
we should not waste our |
money on _ expensive
gcientifie equipment'to go
hunting — at least until
we know where to, lonk.

* Buppose we plcked un
some signals from Space’”
We could follow them unp
at great cost and dis-
cover—as we have done
before—that thay were
just Lﬂllurdﬂil phenomens
— M0 radiog AEes
from other bﬂ!t all.”

8o E.T..4f you are auf
there — please  phone
Earih!




